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Our next Meeting will be held on Thursday, April, 15, 2021 at 7:00 PM, early arrivals, at 6:00. 


Due to Covid-19, the wearing of face masks should no longer be optional but mandatory! 






aking the 


2021 Club Meeting Calendar 


Jan. 21 May 20 Sep. 16 
Feb. 18 June 17 Oct. 21 
Mar. 18 July 15 Nov. 18 
Apr. 15 Aug. 19 Dec. 16 


A U.S. Coin that was plentiful in 1851 





An 1851 Mature Head Braided Hair large cent, N-18, R2 graded XF-45 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


During the early 1850s, there was a severe coin shortage in 
the United States which was brought about by the discovery of gold at 
Sutters Mull, California in 1848. As a result of the find, many 
Americans residing east of the Rockies began the long trek to get in on 
the action and started migrating to the area in hopes of striking it rich. 
By 1850, the silver in our coinage began to rise in value above the 
coin’s face value with the result that many of those pieces dated 1850, 
°51, °52 and early ’53 were taken out of circulation. The denominations 
most seriously affected were the quarter and the half-dollar which 
almost completely disappeared from circulation. As a result, collectors 
of later generations found it very difficult to acquire those particular 
dates which and when found, are very expensive today. It wasn’t until 
the Coinage Act of 1853--when Congress approved a reduction in the 
weight in our half-dimes, dimes, quarter and half-dollars by having 
arrows along side the dates and on the quarter and half, rays placed on 
the reverse to show the reduction in silver when those denominations 
began to circulate in large numbers Since collecting obsolete US gold 
coins can be very expensive, the only type coins from that period are 
the Braided Hair copper half-cent and the large cent and the example of 
the 1851 large cent shown above--with a record of 9.5 million struck at 
the Philadelphia Mint that year--is moderately priced at $70.00. 








Viini sets 


Acquiring short sets in Pairs, Trios and Quartets 
By Arno Safran 





1805 Draped Bust 50c, 25c, 10c, and 5c silver coinage 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


One of the more challenging aspects of collecting US coinage 
is the enjoyment of completing mini-sets. The further back one goes in 
US history, the more demanding it can become because the mintages of 
even the more common dates of the period were much lower due to the 
smaller population of citizens at the time. As a result, the collector is 
often forced to “take the plunge’ (i.e. find a way to pay the price) in 
order to acquire the coins necessary to complete a set. 


In 1805, the only silver coins that were issued were the 
Draped Bust/ Heraldic Eagle half-dollar, quarter, disme and half-disme, 
all designed by our first Chief Engraver, Robert Scot. The silver dollar 
was suspended in 1804; although not struck with that date until 1835. 
The scarcest date of the group is the tiny half-disme (at the far right) 
with a reported mintage of only 15,600, the third lowest and the second 
most expensive of its series, so the writer saved up, acquiring it at the 
ANA Convention held at the Baltimore Convention Center back in 
2003. While weakly struck, (not uncommon for that period) the coin is 
completely original and blends in perfectly with the others in color. 

(Continued on page 2, column 1) 
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Taking the Plunge — Part Three 
Acquiring short sets in Pairs, Trios and Quartets 


(Continued from page 1, column 2) 





An 1814 Year Set (excluding gold) features the Classic Head large 
cent, Capped Bust disme and Lettered Edge Capped Bust 50c 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 

The War of 1812 began in July of that year and 
technically ended on Dec. 24, 2014; Christmas Eve when 
President James Madison’s envoy to Belgium, John Quincy 
Adams representing the United States and the British 
representative, Lord Gambler signed the famous war-ending 
document known as “The Treaty of Ghent”. During the war, it 
was difficult to obtain copper planchets to make cent coinage 
with only 357,830 Classic head large cents being struck in 1814. 
The silver half-dime, dollar and gold $10.00 eagle had been 
suspended since 1805 and the half-cent after 1811 with only 
63,140 Classic Head half-cents made that year, and the only 
gold coin struck during this timeframe was the $5.00 half-eagle 
with a reported mintage of only 15,454 struck in 1814, (not 
pictured) and very expensive. So, as a result, a moderate 
income collector is left with just three denominations to acquire 
in order to complete an 1814 year set, (excluding gold), shown 
directly above. 


There are two die varieties of the large cent, one with 
the crosslet four in the date (shown) and the plain 4, (not shown) 
each close to the same amount for both varieties. There are also 
two die varieties for the Capped Bust disme, one with a small 
date (not shown) and the other with a larger date, (shown above) 
in which a reported total of 421,500 struck that same year. 


Since the half-dollar during this period took the place 
of the silver dollar which had been suspended, it was struck in 
the multi- millions in every year from 1808 thru 1836 with the 
exception of 1807, 1815 and 1820. The reported mintage for the 
1814 half-dollar was 1,039,075 but since many were stored in 
banks as “specie” to back business transactions or loans, the 
denomination is more plentiful in grades from VF-20 thru AU- 
50, affordable. Unlike the other two denominations, the 1814 
half had nine die varieties with the first one being an over-date, 
1814/13; the one, shown). The cent 1s graded AU-SS, the disme, 
XF-45 by PCGS and the half-dollar, AU-50 by NGC. The three 
coins were acquired between 1989 and 2004 at various shows. 
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An 1853 with arrows and rays quarter, certified MS-61, 
The 1853 with arrows and rays half-dollar graded XF-45 and 
The 1853 Liberty Seated dollar with no arrows or rays, AU-58 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


Above is another interesting trio-set; this one from the silver 
coins from 1853 with the Liberty Seated dollar at right, the most 
expensive of the three. As mentioned in the brief article on the 1851 
large cent appearing on page 1, column 1, the three coins shown above 
were struck during those years of the coin shortage (1850 thru 1853) 
brought about by the discovery of gold in California when the silver 
coinage struck in those three years were worth more than their face 
value in relation to gold. In 1853, the two smaller coins were reduced in 
weight. To inform the public of the change, the mint placed arrows 
alongside the date on the obverse and rays emanating outward on the 
reverse of each denomination while the dollar remained unchanged 
because despite its low mintage of just 46,110 compared with a record 
15,210, 020 for the quarter and 3,532,708, for the half while the dollar 
hardly circulated in the US at all, with many being sent to the orient. 
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A rare 1853 no arr. or rays quarter certified MS-63 by NGC 
The coin realized $6,900 at a Heritage Auction held in January, 2021 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


\ In 1853, only 44,200 quarters with no arrows and rays were 
stuck before the changeover and they are quite scarce and expensive, 
especially if certified in grades as high as the example shown above. 
Considering the enormous mintage, the 1853 quarter 
with arrows and rays had,$1,000 the price of the certified MS- 
61 for the example shown atop the column was not that cheap. 
The Lib. Std. half-dollar with arrows and rays was acquired in 
2003 at the ANA summer convention sold for only $250 but the 
1853 Lib. Std. dollar which doesn’t come with arrows or rays 
cost $1.450 via the internet back in July, 2003 and although 
more expensive, is valued at $3,250 today, a good investment. 





(Continued on page 3, column 1) 
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Taking the Plunge — Part Three 
Acquiring short sets of Liberty Seated Coins 


(Continued from previous page) 





A duet of 1860 Liberty Seated dimes 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


Both these Liberty Seated dimes look very similar to each 
other but in actuality they represent transitional sub-types where subtle 
changes were made just enough for collectors to want to acquire a set 
of 1860 dated Liberty Seated dimes. The coin on the left depicts 13 
stars on the obverse and a laurel wreath on the reverse while the coin at 
the right displays the Legend, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
having replaced the 13 stars on the obverse with a thicker wreath 
featuring corn, cotton, tobacco and wheat on the reverse. On the coin at 
left there is the mintmark S inside the wreath signifying that the dime 
was struck at the San Francisco Mint which had opened in 1854 but 
hadn’t struck any dimes until 1860. Apparently Mint received the news 
of the new sub-type too late, striking the type from 1840 which was 
actually retired that year. 
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The three quarter varieties of 1873 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


In 1873, arrows surrounding the date were once again added 
to varieties of the Liberty Seated dimes, quarters and halves but this 
time it was to raise the silver weight in the coins rather than to reduce 
it. With the twenty-five cent denomination, the increase of weight went 
from 6.22 grams on the no arrows version of the quarters struck earlier 
in the year to 6.25 grams; not all that much, but it nevertheless created 
a second variety for collectors to consider. 


With all 1873 dated US coins, the 3 in the date appeared 
closer to an 8 due to the closed style of the lower loop of the 3, so the 
mint director asked William Barber--or nation’s fifth chief engraver at 
the Mint--to widen the loops on the 3 in the date. This brought about 
the term, “closed 3” and “open 3” in regards to all 1873 dated coinage. 


As aresult, the 1873 Liberty Seated quarter denomination has 
three varieties as shown above! From left to right are the 1873 no 
arrows, closed 3 (which is scarce as a business strike, but more 
common as a proof) followed by the 1873 open 3 no arrows, and 
lastly, the 1873 with arrows which only comes with an open 3. In 
1874 the arrows continued to appear surrounding the date before being 
removed in 1875. 


As for prices; both the 1873-P no arrows and with arrows 
varieties are the most common of the three mints then in operation 
especially if certified XF-45 to AU-50 which can appear very attractive 
in those grades if well struck and free of unsightly marks--like the two 
examples shown. The 1873-S is priced slightly higher while the low 
mintage 1873cc issues very rare and extremely expensive. 
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Obtaining the low mintage silver coins of 1879 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


In 1878, Congress passed the Bland Allison Act which 
required the Treasury to buy between $2 million to $4 million 


dollars of silver from the mines in the western part of the nation each 
month to be minted as silver dollars. As a result, three of the four mints 
stopped making dimes, quarters and half-dollars altogether. As a 
“bone” to collectors, the Treasury authorized the Philadelphia Mint to 
strike a small number of dimes, quarters and half dollars in 1879, 1880 
and 1881, then relaxed the law for the dimes allowing them to be struck 
in the more normal range of mintages starting in 1882. As for the 
quarter and half-dollar, the low mintages remained in effect, never 
exceeding 14,400 for quarters until 1889 and 12,001 for halves through 
1890. So, for collectors of today wishing to acquire a business strike 
quarter or half-dollar during that period will, the price will be higher 
than the proof issues of the same period. 


Since 1879 was the first date of these issues, the author 
endeavored to acquire a three-piece date set. Due to the Coronavirus 
raging across the earth, major shows had been cancelled, so the only 
source for such numismatic material would on line that included both 
auctions as well as dealers’ web sites. The 1879 Lib. Std. quarter was 
located on a major internet dealer’s site back in July, 2019. It was 
certified MS-64 by PCGS, was well struck and “original” and the price 
was reasonable considering the quality. It would be a year and a half 
before he found a quality 1879 half-dollar which the author discovered 
closer to home at the Augusta Coin Exchange when proprietor, John 
Rosinko showed him a box of Capped Bust and Liberty Seated halves 
that he had recently acquired. The coin was sharply struck, slightly 
toned and certified MS-63 by PCGS. Since he already had the more 
common 1879 quarter, obtaining the much lower mintage half-dollar 
was a “no brainer” and by that time he had saved enough money to buy 
it. The 1879 Liberty seated with legend on obverse dime was acquired 
on line from another major dealer, It was sent “on approval” because it 
was as a proof-like business strike certified MS-66 by NGC but was the 
same price as the 1879 quarter. While none of the three coins were as 
rare as those struck during the 1860s, it was challenging. 





(Continued on page 4, column 1) 
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Taking the Plunge — Part Three 


Acquiring short sets of Barber Coinage 
(Continued from previous page) 





1895-P uncirculated Barber dime, quarter and half-dollar 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


When the writer first started collecting US coins back 
in 1976, he began collecting date sets of the more modern issues 
such as late-date Walking Liberty and Franklin halves that were 
still plentiful in rolls of BU and incredibly cheap. As a novice, 
he didn’t yet know enough when it came to grading or how to 
appraise circulated or even uncirculated coins regarding damage 
due to cleaning, retoning, verdigris other forms of corrosive 
elements that lowered a coin’s value; the mot devastating; 
“whizzing”; sanding a coin to make it appear proof-like. 


When professional certification began in 1986, lots of 
old time collectors resented the fact that they would no longer 
would be able to actually hold the coins in their hands because 
once they submitted it for evaluation, after being examined and 
graded, the coin would be placed in a hermetically sealed plastic 
holder with an assigned grade or the word “Genuine: or similar 
analytic term that implied that the coin had a problem akin to 
the examples listed above. Over the decades, since then, the 
more contemporary collectors have had little difficulty in 
adjusting to the new normal of coin appraisal and collecting. 


In his early years as a collector, the author began 
collecting date sets going back in time but the Liberty nickel and 
especially the Liberty Head silver series (1892-1916)--all 
designed by Charles Barber--became a real challenge because 
most of survivors surfaced in extremely low grades, from Poor- 
1 thru VG-10 with those certified Fine-12 to XF-45s being quite 
rare. Ironically, the AU examples through those graded MS-62 
to MS-64 were more available, if for a price. Finally, when 
collecting sets, “balance” is most important! The three 1895 
Barber silver coins shown above appear close in appearance 
with the dime certified MS-64, the quarter and half-dollar, both 
MS-63. Durint that period, the Philadelphia Mint usually struck 
more coins than either the New Orleans or San Francisco Mint 
but produced better strikes revealing clarity of design at a far 
lower price than either of the two branch mints most of the time. 





RUGUSTA COIN CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
March 18, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Sunrise Grill by President, Shelby Plooster. We had 
48 members and 4 guests present. Shelby added the 
meeting to Zoom so everybody can look at the meeting 
anywhere. 


Secretary's Report: 
The February 18, 2021 minutes were not read. A 
copy is kept on file. 


Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer's Report was sent by email by 
Stacey Plooster. We have $11,732.45 deposited in the 
checking account. 


Prize Winners: 

Tommy Rhoden and Burles Johnson both won a 
2021 Silver Eagle. The winner of the 50/50 raffle was 
Larry Lucree ($75.00). 


Show & Tells: 

Jim Sproull displayed two 2015 P dimes that were 
doubled. Mac Smith displayed a Roman coin of the 
Grecian Era, 357 AD having a face on the obverse and a 
soldier on the reverse. 


The Program: 

Isabelle Smith gave a program on the Wheat and 
Memorial Lincoln pennies. The Lincoln pennies that were 
produced from 1909 thru1958 were called the wheat-back 
penny. The wheat stalk design on the reverse of the coin 
symbolizes our Nation’s prosperity. The 1943-S copper 
cent is one of our scarier coins because in 1943, copper 
was needed for war materials. Starting in 1959-2008 the 
reverse of the penny was redesigned. Isabelle points out 
there were four designs issued to celebrate the Abraham 
Lincoln bicentennial. In 2010 the reverse of the penny 
showed a Union shield. These new coins were released in 
January 2010 in Puerto Rico with a shield design 
symbolizing President Lincoln’s preservation of the United 
States as a single country. This design is still being 
produced. After her program, Isabelle passed both a 1909 
and a 1958 Lincoln cent to the members. 


Member Charles White will present a program on 
Counterfeit Morgan Dollars ay our April 15 meeting. 2021 
Club dues of $15.00 are past due for those who still 
haven't paid. 


Old Business: 
Perfect attendance for the 2020 and 2021 fiscal years 
have been suspended. 


New Business: The 2021 Augusta Coin Club Medallion 


Due to the fact that the Confederate Power 
Works was already selected for our Club Medallion 
back in 2008, the members voted of the top two entries. 


(The Minutes of the March, 2021 meeting continues on page 5, column 1) 
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Minutes from the March 18 Meeting 
Our 2021 Club Medallion 


(Continued from page 4, column 2) 

The two top new entries for the 2021 club 
medallion included the downtown Augusta Skyline 
and the Gertrude Herbert Institute of Art (built in 
1818) and the winner was the Augusta Skyline. 
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A oheis: taken of the Aust Skyline 


Our Upcoming Spring Coin Show: 

The semi-annual major club event is scheduled 
for May 14th (Friday) and May 15th (Saturday) 2021 David 
Chism - Bourse Chairman. It will be held at the Columbia 
County Exhibition Center located near the Grovetown 
Wal-Mart at Exit 190. Steve Nix reported 69 tables are 
already sold. Steve Nix reported that the dealers can set 
up on Thursday night from 4 to 8 pm. David Chrism’s 
knees have healed sufficiently, so he can walk without a 
cane. Congratulations, David on your recovery. We still 
need people to help out at the welcoming desk, so please 
sign up to help at the Welcome Desk. 





COLUMBIA COUNTY EXHIBITION CENTER 
212 Partnership Drive — Grovetown, Georgia 
Exit 190 on -20, go south one block, turn left and drive straight into Exhibition Center. 





Sponsored by: 
AUGUSTA COIN CLUB 
Area Shows: 
Atlanta, Ga. April 11, 2021 


GNA Dalton, GA April 16-18 2021 


Our monthly Auction: 

Burles Johnson ran the auction (13 lots). John 
Mason and others delivered the goods as the auction was 
carried on therefore speeding the auction up. Our Bids 
recorder was Tommy Rhoden. 


Respectively Submitted, 
jfofn Shomas Uttaway 


Rusty Cumberledge 
ANACS S.E. Regional Representative 
706-951-1316 
rustedrocky@gmail.com 
Fellow & Lady members, 

lam a retired Registered Nurse after 40 years in 
Critical Care. | started coin collecting around 1999 and 
have been doing Coin Shows in GA, SC, TN, AL and 
FLA with Bill Orne since 2005 As amember of many 
local Coin Clubs as well as state Clubs, | also 
volunteer for the FUN Show in Registration doing 
photo “IDs.” | look forward working with everyone in 
their coin submissions with ANACS. 


Rusty Cumberledge 


April 15 Zoom Meeting Information 











Shelby Plooster is inviting you to a scheduled 
Zoom meeting. 
Topic: April ACC Meeting 
Time: Apr 15, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time 
(US and Canada)=Join Zoom Meeting 


https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87450404661 ?pwd=MDFENN 
ERvKOpCS1JDSW1pY2J3Z2I5QT09 


Meeting ID: 874 5040 4661 
Pass-code: s2hx1r_ 


The Series of 1914 $20 Federal Reserve Notes 
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A large size $20.00 Federal Reserve Bank Note Series of 1915 
[Enlarge page to fill monitor screen to view details.] 


(Continued on page 6, column 1) 
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The Series of 1914 $20 Federal Reserve Notes 


(Continued from page 5, column 2) 
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In 1913, the Treasury issued two types of banknotes 
series that were similar in title and design (as shown on the 
bottom of the previous page, column 2 and directly above). The 
first was called Federal Reserve Bank notes while the second 
merely, a Federal Reserve Note. The Federal Reserve Bank 
note denominations, included the $1.00, $2,00, $5.00, $10.00, 
$20.00 and $50.00 with each note listing one of the 12 Federal- 
Reserve cities in large letters within a white background in the 
center under Federal Reserve Bank notes the denomination was 
spelled out underneath the city as well as in each of the four 
corners. (See note on bottom of page 4!). The Federal Reserve 
series were much more extensive with the denominations 
beginning with the $5.00 note, followed by the $10.00, $20.00, 
$50.00, $100.00, $500.00, $1,000, $5,000 and $10,000 with the 
last two, never released. The Federal Reserve Bank note series 
was not as plentiful compared with the Federal Reserve note 
series and tend to be more expensive. 


Over the past few months, the author has been looking 
for examples of some of the large US bank note series that may 
be less expensive and therefore more affordable to members. 
The second $20.00 note also shows Grover Cleveland whose 
portrait at the center was engraved by G.F C. Smilie. It displays 
a small pink seal at the right while the back of the note portrays 
a Locomotive-drawn train at left and a passenger ship at right 
engraved by Marcus W. Baldwin suggesting Land, Sea and Air. 


The signatures on the face of the note are those of 
John Burke, Treasurer of the United States and William C. 
McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury who served from April 1, 
1913 thru Dec. 25, 1918. According to “Paper Money of the 
United States’, by Arthur and Ira Friedberg; the equivalent of 
the Red Book for Paper Money collectors, the pairing of those 
two signatories on this note is very common as a collectible 
with lots of examples available at modest prices. One can obtain 
an example of that particular note for around $250 graded EF 
40, $400 graded BU-60 (uncirculated) and $700 in CU-63 
which is in Crisp Uncirculated condition. 


Kindly Patronize our Advertisers 
Since 1941 © 
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3830 Washington Rd., Ste. 32 Martinez, GA 30907 
Buying & Selling U.S. Coins, Currency & Confederate 
- ALL GOLD & SILVER BULLION - 
(Eagles, K-Rands, Maple Leafs & Pandas) 
COIN APPRAISALS 

STEVE DAMRON 
Ph: (706) 755-2249 
Fax: (706) 755-2461 
Tue-Fri 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM 


LIFE MEMBER Sat. 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 


Hespectfid ‘Friend! ly & Courteous a 


Augusta Coin Exchange 
JOHN M. RUSINKO 


706.210.5486 | 702.845.1934 | 
JR.Rusinko @yahoo.com f 
SeniorCoins1792 @gmail.com : 


4015 Washington Rd, STE -L 
Buying and aren Martinez, GA 30307 


} Mon - Fri] 11AM - 4PM 
| Sat|11AM- 4PM 


Member : ANA-R147538, CAC, 
4% PCGS,NGC SICTA 
9 Dealer LIC # 40829 
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NOW OPEN @ 117 WEST SIXTH STREET 
WAYNESBORO, GEORGIA 30830 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY---10AM TO 5PM 
BUYING AND SELLING US COINS AND BULLION 


WILL BUY SINGLE COINS OR COIN COLLECTIONS 
WWW.FLEETWOODCOINS.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/FLEETWOODCOINS 
PHON E---706-551-5115 


Regusta x ae 
Phone 2 (7 00) 339-7275 





